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Center for Advanced Memory Care at ArchCare at Ferncliff Achieves Bronze Level 

Certification as a Montessori Inspired Lifestyle® Community 

Ferncliff unit joins an exclusive group of credentialed senior living communities that have 

implemented a revolutionary Montessori-based approach to memory care. 

 

NEW YORK, NY, September 19, 2022 — In recognition of its commitment to patient care and 

quality of life, the Center for Advanced Memory Care at ArchCare at Ferncliff, an ArchCare 

facility located in Rhinebeck, NY, has received a bronze level certification as a Montessori 

Inspired Lifestyle® (MIL) community. ArchCare at Ferncliff is the first nursing home in the state 

to receive this designation, further illustrating the facility’s leadership in delivering 

comprehensive, compassionate memory care services.  

 

The MIL program was created by the Center for Applied Research in Dementia (CARD) after one 

of its founders, Dr. Cameron Camp, adapted Dr. Maria Montessori’s principles for older adults 

with dementia. Guided by CARD, ArchCare at Ferncliff staff learned how to implement the 

Montessori principles of equality, dignity, and respect into their community. Staff were trained to 

empower residents with memory impairment to be as independent as possible. This is achieved 

through tapping into each resident’s remaining strengths, designing environments where they can 

thrive, and helping them find purposeful activities and meaningful roles within their community. 

 

In 2021, Center for Advanced Memory Care at ArchCare at Ferncliff collaborated with CARD in 

order to offer the evidence-based Montessori Inspired Lifestyle® for memory care at the Center 

upon its opening. 

 

“Every aspect of our day-to-day operations is designed to honor our residents and patients as 

unique, complex individuals, each with an inherent dignity that no disease can erase,” said 

Michelle Feller, Assistant Administrator at ArchCare at Ferncliff. “We are excited to receive this 

designation and will continue prioritizing MIL practices and principles as we care for our 

community’s physical, spiritual, and emotional needs.” 

 

Communities effectively using Montessori principles benefit from healthier and happier residents, 

fewer medications, fewer responsive behaviors, more satisfied families, and better staffing and 

census. Bronze Level organizations have resident-led committees, multidisciplinary Learning 

Circles, effective signage and environmental cues, and a system for residents to volunteer for 

purposeful community services activities, among many other milestones. 
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With an emphasis on enhancing independence and quality of life, ArchCare at Ferncliff offers 

residential skilled nursing services for those requiring 24-hour care in a traditional nursing home 

setting, short-term rehabilitation that eases the transition from hospital to home following a serious 

illness, injury or surgery, and the Hudson Valley’s only specialized care center for people with 

neurodegenerative disorders such as Huntington’s disease and ALS. 

 

About ArchCare  

ArchCare is the Continuing Care Community of the Archdiocese of New York, and one of the 

nation’s largest and most dynamic Catholic healthcare systems. ArchCare provides quality care 

to thousands of people of all faiths through its home and community-based and residential care 

programs, including health plans and nursing home alternatives, adult day care, long-term skilled 

nursing care, short-term rehabilitation, home care, assisted living, hospice, an acute care 

specialty hospital and services for people with Huntington’s disease, HIV/AIDS, developmental 

disabilities, and other specialized care needs. 
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